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Foreword

Dear Educators,

Thank you for joining us on this incredible journey to change the way education is delivered
in NSW. Over the past few years, our communities have been ravaged by bushfires, floods,
mouse plagues and COVID 19. This has resulted in significant trauma across the entire
landscape. Our students’ wellbeing is suffering, our teachers are leaving in droves and our
environment needs our collective help. 

The NSW Department of Education puts student wellbeing at the centre of learning. Yet this
is not realised in many classrooms or indeed in the system itself. How can we even think that
describing students as above or below average is student centred? And let’s not forget
graded classes. Straight off the bat students are either a success or a failure.

The result is despondent students who consistently misbehave and are then labelled as
having a disorder such as ADHD. Yet why is it, that they become leaders when taken out of
school and on to the sporting field or into nature? Our children need to be free; they need to
connect to nature, they need to connect to each other and they need to connect to Country.
They cannot be shut in a box for 4 hours a day, going from subject to subject with absolutely
no connection whatsoever. This is a recipe for disaster.

With studies showing that one third (34%) of youth self-reporting high or very high levels of
psychological stress, we need to find an answer – and the answer is right there in front of us.
We need to be out in nature – with studies showing that one lesson conducted in nature
results in roughly half the redirects in the next lesson. 

So why don’t we take the classroom outside? Why don’t we engage in project-based learning
with purpose? Why don’t we create cross-curricula lessons that build foundations and
connections between the faculties. The silos need to be broken down and we need to work
together. Let’s look more broadly and assist the community. What are the government’s
priorities for the environment? Why can’t students help? This teaching framework will also
delve into how you can work with other institutions to help heal the environment whilst
improving wellbeing outcomes across the community. 

Our education system has failed to keep up with the rest of society. We no longer need
institutions where students are taught concepts that they will never use once leaving school
– one can argue that we never actually did. It’s time we all pondered the question. What is
the purpose of education and what skills do we want our students to master? Our students
are paralysed with fear – from climate change to COVID 19 – we need to give them the tools
to manage this fear and give them back some control over their lives and their futures.

Melanie Tyas
BA Dip Ed, Post Graduate Diploma Environmental Studies
Landcare NSW
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“ T h e r e  w a s  a  c a m a r a d e r i e

a n d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  b e i n g

p r e s e n t  a n d  r e c o g n i s i n g

t h e  v a l u e  o f  d o i n g

s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  t o

w h a t  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  d o  i n

c l a s s .  T h e y  a l s o  s h o w e d  a

c l e a r  p r i d e  i n  s o m e  o f

t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  . . . "  

Bellingen High Eat Dirt Teacher
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