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WRITING TO YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE

It is useful to contact all State and Federal Members, no matter where you live, what position they may hold, or which party they represent.    

If you’re not sure who your member is please check these links.

FEDERAL	https://www.aph.gov.au/senators_and_members/members
STATE		https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/Who-is-my-local-member.aspx

A draft letter is below but please tailor it to your area and interests.  Remember, you are a constituent and it is important for your elected representatives to know your views.

There are some Federal MPs who are particularly important.  If you happen to live in these electorates, it would be great if you could contact them.

FEDERAL MPs to target:
Kevin Hogan		Page
Patrick Conaghan	Cowper
David Gillespie		Lyne
Sussan Ley		Farrer
Michael McCormack	Riverina
Andrew Gee		Calare
Mark Coulton		Parkes

Scott Morrison		Cook
John Alexander		Bennelong
Jason Falinksi		MaKellar
Dave Sharma		Wentworth
Fiona Martin		Reid
Julian Leeser		Berowra
David Coleman		Banks
Trent Zimmerman	North Sydney

Senators
Perin Davey and Hollie Hughes














DRAFT LETTER

Dear {MP}
 
Re: Potential COVID-19 economic stimulus measures in conservation and land management
 
I’m writing to bring to your attention a conservation and land management economic stimulus program which is supported by over 70 organisations, including Landcare NSW.  See letter to PM and attachment.

I represent the XX Landcare Group.  We do XXX.

In light of the impacts of COVID-19, it is clear decisive action and investment is needed to temper the worst social and economic impacts of this crisis.  Right now, hundreds of thousands of workers have lost their jobs and this detailed proposal has been developed in the interest of assisting government to find ways to give these people security of employment over the next couple of years.  
 
A new report finds that a $4 billion national conservation and land management employment program would create 53,000 jobs, reduce welfare costs by $620 million and raise economic output by $5.7 billion over the next four years, with economic gains rising to $9.3 billion over the next 20 years.  

The proposed program aims to provide safe, meaningful and socially beneficial work during the period of economic recovery, while leaving enduring benefits for the environment through practical activities like tree planting, weed control and restoration of rivers, wetlands and coastal habitats. The report highlights the value of the proposed program for hard-hit regional and rural areas.

We think there is an opportunity for jobs in conservation and land management to be an integral part of economic recovery with safe and socially beneficial work that can provide enduring benefits for the environment, local communities, tourism, mining and farm businesses.   

Our Landcare group believes business, the environment and local communities will benefit if this proposal is adopted by governments as part of their ongoing stimulus and economic recovery measures, especially in moving newly unemployed people back into the workforce.  
 
Investment in conservation and land management presents a flexible tool for delivering employment where it is needed most, including (a) urban areas with large numbers of unemployed people; (b) regional centres with a high reliance on impacted sectors, including tourism; and, (c) vulnerable rural and remote communities.  

Landcare is ready and willing to be a part of the solution.  Our state peak body, Landcare NSW, would be happy to provide details on how we envisage scaling up our activities to stimulate local economies while achieving a range of benefits for conservation, agriculture and communities.

If you have any questions or would like to organise a meeting, please contact {organisation contact person}.  We would like to invite you to visit our group to see firsthand the work we are doing for the local environment, farmers and the local community. 

Yours sincerely…
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